Jnrgcypn&t:dthey

Yes, such is the simple fact. 1f Mr. Vax Buren's
Administration had provided for all the debts which
it contracted, as it ought to have done, or had left any
e out of which tiey could have been paid, then

v disadvantages Mnd taking

of Mo last, (the 29th Decemt m ound it ; and i
ject of which is to show that the public debt of the | vantage of a singlc dollar of extra revenue, whilst
United States was increased during the Administra- | the Demoeratic Van Administration managed
n of Mr. Tvier, whic) it pleases the official | o getrid millions of dollars of
1o consider as a Whig Adwinisiration, by tha | funds '

amount of $10,363,717.87. This increase the edi-|
tor charges upon Whig inefficiency and wlizu.i‘ th

travagance ; stating that “ Whig promises of re-

and that * this is the ¥

'ﬁ'im perhaps Tiavé per i hiis&tate
ment of Whig deeds to pass, as wagomanyrothers,
without notice, had not the government paper ac-
companied it with the jutimation that its table was
“ compiled from thc/fmmdaor the Treasury De-
partment, and can bé relied upon.”

“"Fo show how far the statement is to be *relied
upon,” we will not go further back with our inves-
tigation than the commencement of Mr. Vax Bu-
reN's Administration in 1837, because we shall be
enabled to show by a reference to public documents
thag'whatever increase ook placein the public debt
during the “#hig" Administration, as the govern-
ment paper ealls it, from 1841 to 1845, was owing
to the excessive expenditures of the * Democratic”
Administration of Mr. Van Burew, from March,
1837, to March, 1841, when the people placed the
reins of Government in other hands.

My consulting page 5, public document No. 2, of
the first session of the T'wenty-seventh -
it will be found that, “ from the year 1816 to 1887,
‘@ period of twenty-one years, the revenues con-
¢ stantly exceeded the expenditures. The average
¢ annual surplus during time was $11,464,226
¢« 87, making an te excess of $240,748,764
¢27. Within that time there was applied to the
' ﬂncﬁon of the national debt $208,792.127 44,
. there was deposited with the States $28,101,-

" ¢ 644 91, and there remained, on the 1st of Janua-

“ry, 1837, in the Treasury of the United States, including
¢ the fourth instalment due to the States, :
‘asarplusof........ ST ceavnavnean $17,109,473 26
* There were also outstanding debts due
¢ 1o the T'ressury, from other sources than
¢ those of ordinary revenue, and which were
« paid between 15t January, 1837, and 4th
a2 T TR LS R A M - ORI
“ There were also issued within that pe-
¢ riod, and outstanding on the 4th March,
¢ 1841, Treasury notes to the amountof. . .

“ ][.,hn’ u%g m means
** which were in the TFeastiry on fhe Lat-
¢ January, 1837, and which came imto it
¢ prior to the 4th March, 1841, over and
¢ above the current revenues. . . ... ... ... . 81,882,732 6.

The amount left in the Treasury
on the 4th of March, 1841,*when the
Whig Administration of Gen. Har-
RISON commenced, Was......ccossrirsenes

showing that the Democratic Admin-

istration of Mr. Vax Buren expend-

ed during its continuance................31,310,014 20,
or 7,827,503 55, annually, over and above the or-
dinary revenue of the country. A preity com-
mentary, this, upon Democratic economy ! Here
is a Democratic President commeneing his official
duties with a surplus of seventeen millions of dollars
in the Treasury; receiving during his continuance
it office nine millions more from other than ordi-
nary sources ; borrowing, by issuing Treasury notes,
over five and a half millions besides ; and leaving in the
Treasury, as means wherewith his Whig successor
was to carry on the Government, little more than
half a milliowof dollars !  * Thus,” in the language
of the document to which we have referred, ¢ were
¢ the expenditures pushed boyond the amount of the
¢ revenue. They were made to absorb the surplus
¢ in the Treasury and the outstanding debts due to
¢ the United States, so that the Treasury was, on
¢ the 4th March, 1841, exhausted of its means, and
¢ subject to heavy and immediate linbilities, It
¢ was already burdened with a debt incurred in time
¢ of peace, and without any adequate resources ex-
¢ cept the authority granted by law to augment
¢ that debt.”

Such was the position of affairs when the Admi-
nistration of the Whig President, Gen. Harrisox,
commenced. Here was no seventeen millions of
dollars o commence operations with. Here was
no prospective receipt of nine millions of dollars
more from extra sources. No; these two amounts
\nad been expended, a debt of #5,648,000 contract-
ed, and a paltry half million of dollars left in the
Treasury! Was it not time that a “ set of * new
¢ books' should be opened in the Departments at
¢ Washington, and that confusion and extravagance
¢ should give place to regularity and economy !"’
1f the Whigs did “ proclaim™ that “now books™
ought 1o be opened at the Treasury, had they not
good reason to do =0 !

The official editor says, however, that these new
books having been opened, an inspection of them
shows that the public debt increased during the late
Administeation in the sum of $10,363,717 89. Now
it will be found that, in June, 1841, the Secretary of
the Treasury reported (see Senate document of that
session, No. 10) that there was then an aggregate of
debis and deficits (created by the preceding Admi-
nistration) to be provided for, * in this and the en-
sning year,” of £12,088,216 18, This was a lo-
gaey of debt and liability bequeathed to the «Whig"
Administration by Mr. Vax Burex's Democratic
Administration, Now, if this has been paid off,
and the national debt (taking the * Union’s"" figures)
has been increased only $10,363,717 89, then ver-
tainly the Whigs, instead of adding any thing to the
public debt from 1841 to 1846, contrived, though
the control of the Government passed out of their
hands almost as soon as it got into them, to reduce
the public debt (notwithstanding the deficiency of
the revenue in 1841 and 1842) nearly two millions
below the amount of the debt and liabilities which

9,124,747 00

5,648,512 40

672,718 46

millions of debt,” | $572,7
y nd of the Whig m. in- favor of the

the Jast Administration
eightmillions of dollars
De ats: left only

'18, making = of over forly millions
of dollars between (he economy of the Democratic

, the official editor.dusetves the thanks of
his party for having opened this discussion.

MARYLAND.

The Legislature of the State of Maryland con-
vened at Annapolis, agreeably to law, on Monday
last,’and on the following day both Houses were
dul org::eq_l' for business. ;

- te re-elecied WiLriam WiLrians as the
President of that body, and Josern H. Nicuoyson
Clerk ; and the House of Delegates chose as its
Speaker WiLiaw 8, Warers, and Georee G,
Brewer Clerk. There are Whig majorities in
both branches of the Assembly. y

A proposition has already been made on the sub-
ject of # Reform,” in the shape of a motion to elect
a committee to. inguire inlo the expediency of taking
a volte of the people on the question of calling. a
Convention to revise the State Constitution. But
this pmrosil.ion. being considered premature, in ad-
vance ol the Governor’s Message and other busi-
ness necessarily attendant upon organization, was
laid upon the table.

The Message of Governor PrarT was expected
to be laid before the Legislature yesterday.

SOUTH AMERICA.

In giving accounts by the latearrival from Buenos
Ayres, the New York Sun says that several num-
bers of the Diario are filled with a correspondence
between the Argentine Secretary of State, the Eng-
lish and French Miunisters, and the United States
Clo d':ﬂ'ailu. Mr. Wu.l.tg Brent, The zn-

rench proposed a ¢, but not on terms ho-
ﬁonble to the Argenl.ing'.‘c Of course this was re-
fused ; and in one of the Sccretary’s letters to the
French Minister, we find the following:

“*The undersigned would also manifest to your Exeellency,
and to his Excellency the Minister Plenipotentiary of her Bri-
tish Majesty, that this Government has already announced the
dignified and friendly interposition of the gentleman Chargé
d' Affaires of the United States, that the Government has sc-
cepted it, and that, in such a case, it would not be shle to
take into consideration any incident or circumstance, in con-
nexion with subjects of pacification, without the concurrence

-~ and.participation of said Chargé d'Affaiges ;_nor will this Go-

vernment fail to fulfil an obligation (o which it is so strongly
bound by considerations and exigencies of great weight ; for
in no case would it wish to untie the bonds of faithfulness with
which it preserves the relations of a perfect understanding with
the Government of the United States.”

The number of the forces of the English and
French allies at Montevideo is 2,390 men,

GEORGIA.

The Legislature of the State of Georgia
ed last Thursday. The Senate, in which the De-
‘mocrats had a majority of two or three votes, re-
fused to go into an election for a United States Se-
nator.  Of the acls of the Legislature we condense]
the following from the Savannah Republican :

The tax law of 184243 was so amended as lo tax all
agencies and individuals that reg t the interests of banks
of other States within the limits of Georgia. The mmount
exacted is one-fourth of one per centum on the amount of ex-
change bought or sold, &ec.

The ing law in regard to the granting of lands was also
amended. present rute (25) is retained until the 10th
of Febroary, when the price is w be redueed to $10, instead
of §5, as contemplated by the act of 1843. [t is hoped that
this change may be of material service to the treasury.

The hill for the extension of the Western und Atlantic Rail-
road to Cross Plains was passed. It authorizes an issue of the
bonds of she road for this purpose to the amount of $60,000
per anmum.  These bonds are predicated upon the profits of
the road.

The bill exempting the wages of journcymen mechanics and
Iaboring men from gainishment has become n lnw.

All the hills incorporating manufacturing companies finally
I L. The restrictions imposed npon them are regarded as
merely nominal, if they do not hold out actual inducenents
1o capitalists to invest their means in this particular branch of
industry. Each stockholder is bound for the debts of the com-
pany in propogtion to the amount of his stock ; but the debts
nre at no time to exceed ha{f the amount of the capital actoal-
ly paid in ; so that, usless there is a positive violation of the
charter, no stockholdor can lose more than Aalf the amount of
his mvestment.

Upon the whole (says the Republican) we are inclinod to
think that this Legisistare has donobotter than the public had
any right to anticipate.  Evéry important measure proposed
by the administration, except the tax bill, has been carried.
The court bill, the trust-fund bill, the contral bank bond bill,
the several railroad bills, the manufacturing bills—ewvely thing
except the tax bill and the woman's bill have finally passed.
Is it not siugular that these two measures should have fallen
togother 7 The one was intended to jequalize the hurdens
of the people, the other to recognise the rights of a class
¢ without whom the world would be a wilderness”—and a very
barren one at that.

An extract of a letter dated at Lima on the 7th
of September states that the United States squad-
ron have all left there for Honolulu, to take in pro-
visions, and from thence proceed to the coast of
Mexico. The couniry remained in perfect tran-
quillity, and was likely to remain o, unless a dis-
turbance should take place with Bolivia, of which
there was some appearance,

InporTanT DEcIsion.—Judge Pork, of the Unit-
ed States Distriet Court for Iliinois, has decided, in
acase whore a tax-title was set up against the paten-
tee, that a sale made under I.Ec revenue law of
1838 and 1830, where the sale had been made by
one Sheriff and the deed executed by his successor
in office, was invalid and conferred no title ; there

being no authority in the act for the second Sheriff
lo execute a for lands sold by his predeces-
sor. The decision, if sustained by the United

States Supreme Court, will affect’ many titles
throughout the State,

The Hon. Henry Cray loft Ashland a fow days
since for New Orleans, on private and professional
business. He expeets to be gone several months,

tand may probably visit Cuba during the winter,

they found i exisionce. on. the 4h Mareh, 1841,

WASHINGTON: SATURDAY,

NEW ¥ OR._K CORRESPONDENCE.

New York, Decemser 30, 1845,
‘The rumors from Washington, which daily reach
this city, are so variable and conflicting, that no
ce whatever can be placed on a tithe of
them. One advan however, is derived from
them. They are ing a strong impression upon
the public mind that the Administration never con-
templated a war with Great Britain on the subject
of Oregon ; that their sole objeet was 1o create po-
litical capital by defiance and menace. They an-
ticipate a check in.the Senate to their projected
measures . for difficulties ; and to effect
this, they rely upon a few of their own party unit-
ing with the Whigs, and thus preserving’the peace
of the country. Buch opinions are rapidly gain-
ing ground in this community, insomuch that every
tyro in politics will laugh in your face when you
talk 1o him of war.
Thgﬂ, is another feeling which seems o be
wit, 2 the community, but especialli ‘g the
. !ug% They say, as the President aud his
followers are striving -to-gpake politi i

no opposition be made to their war measures, Let
the Loecofoco majorities have all they require. Their;
war measures will necessarily require the means of
defence, To procure these money to a large
amount must be obtained. All these things ar:a}:r-
fectly understood by the Administration, and re
they will- hazard a war, they will hearken to the
voice of reason and common scnse. Whether this
is good logic, or would be sound policy, is a dis-
tinet question.. It is certain, however, that many
intelligent men entortain and are propagating these
sentiments.

The Nashua Gazette states that the West India
Mail Company have fuurteen splendid stcamers of
from 1,200 to 1,500 tons burden, which form a
semi-monthly line, running between England, Ber-
muda, Madeira, South America, Mexico, and the
principal West India Islands. Every one of these
vessels, ‘it is said, by a contract with the English
Government, is built expressly for a war steamer,
and can be converted iito one in a few days. Each
vessel is provided with duplicates of its machinery;
a portion of its armament is stowed in the hold, and
she carries constantly an efficer of the English Na-
vy, who is ‘authorized to take command of her in
certain contingencies. Depots of coal, too, in im-
mense quantities, are found at St. Thomas, Bermu-
da, Grenada, Kingston, Havana, Vera Cruz, and
other ports, some of which are within twenty-four
hours’ sail of our own coast. The same arrange-
ment is said to exist with the Cunard and other
Mail Companies. The Gazette adds: « We have
seen it somewhere stated that the number of steam-
ers included in this arrangement with the Govern-
ment of Great Britain is more than sizfy.”

Senator Levy, of Florida, has rendered himself
somewhat conspicuous by his proposition to pur-
chase Cuba. In making the proposition, it is said,
he acted without aunthority, and even without con-
sulting the Locofoco leaders. It is rumored, also,
that President Povx is greatly dissatisfied with the
movement of the Senator, and that he has so ex-
pressed himself to his pelitical adherents, who make
no secret of the sentiments entertained by the Presi-

The harmonious De
pear to be somewhat conv
ed with spasmodic affections in relation to their
newly elected Senator, Mr. Tur~ey., Thir
members of the Legislature have denounced Se-
nator TURNEY as a [raifor to the mild and benignant
reign of Kin : But the thirty-one do not
stop here. + “1In our deliberate judg-
¢ conifidence of his party, and in this sentiment we
¢ have the follest assurance that we have the entire
* concurrence of every true Democrat.’’ This, 1
presume, is intended also as a slap at that portion of
the party which refuses to join in the denunciation.

On Tuesday, the 6th of January, the Legislature
of this State will convene at Albany. It will pro-
bably be one of the most uninteresting and least
important sessions that has oceurred in many years,
Delegates to a Convention to form a new Consti-
tution are to be chosen in April next. I say to
form a new Constitution, because, though nominal-
ly 10 amend the present fundamental law, 1 do not
believe that the modern reformers will consent to
spare a time-honored sentence of the instrument.
‘lle older a section or clause may he, the stronger,
with them, the reason for its destruction. As all
parties are looking with some mxie:i; to the Con-
vention, it may fairly be presumed that there will
be but litde legislation this winter, and that strietly
of a local character. While the self-styled Reform-
ers and Levellers are managing and intriguing to
sgeure the election of suita l:sDc ml:?‘the
Convention to accomplish their objects, the fanatics
will take charge of Legislature, and urge upon
that honorable body the passagé of laws to correct
the morals of the people.

No man living is a warmer friend of the Tem-
perance cause than your correspondent ; no man is
more sincerely gratified with the progress it has
made ; but I do not admit that a reformed drunkard
has, because he hasbeen a drunkard, any special
Erivilege or right to assail and tradnee those who

ave never made beasits of themselves, but who
have used and continue to use liquor in their fa-
milies moderately, and as reasonable men ought to
use it. The temperance cause is becoming a trade,
When that shall be the case, its influence and iis
uscfulness will soon be gone. ;

I have been led to these remarks in reflecting on
the measures which will be brought before our Le-
Fi-lmre at the approaching session. Among them
s one, the object of which is to prevent the sale of
spirituous liquors in the city of New York. Now,
Irepeat, 1 do not believe in legislating any peopleinto
morality ; nor do I believe that any inlelﬂ,:znl man
in the community will have the hardihood o assert
that the temperance cause would have advanced as
it has done if, at the beginning, a reliance had been
placed on the enactment of laws such as are now
aoaght.

ne remark more and I have done with the sub-
jeci. Many of the men who are advoeating the
of a law restraining the sale of liquors be-
ong to the class of “reformed 3 others are selfish
partisans, hoping to make political capital for their
own purposes by mounting the tumlperancn hobhby.
What is true in this State is true elsewhere. l.ctl
every man, therefore, in his own vicinity, notice
the brawlers on this subject, examine their general
characters and probable motives, and he will be sur-
prised to find how few there are embarking in this
cause with motives purely philanthropic, and how
many have sinister views. Away, s with all
legal enactments to promote the cause.of temper-
ance. Let it rest, as it has heretofore done, on the
advice and persuasion of the pastor, on the example
of respectable citizens, and on the conviction of the
drunkard that he is sinning against his own soul,
and the peace, prosperity, and happiness of his
family and friends,

of Tenncasce ap-

A CALM OBSERVER.

of the present sule'?tho times, indulge them, m

They are alﬂict-l
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ANUARY 8, 1846.

DEB'A‘{TE- IN THE SENATE.
Tuksoay, Ducémmer 30, 1845.

OREGON.

The followiig resolutions, offored yestorday by Mr. Hax-
NrgAN, coming up: :

1. Re , That the cow ineluded within the parallels
of forty=two and liﬁ.yn—:zr forty minutes north
e e
cilie Wi s ‘erri iy is ¥
and part and paveel of the of the United States,

2 Res That there exists no power in this Government
to transler its soil sud the allegiance of its citimens to the do-
minion, autherity, control, subjection ol any foreign Pow-
er, Prinee, Stne, or Sm&m
s b gt g o A
i i £ o Wou “n vnment
the honor, chureter, and the best intévests of the
people. ¢

The resolutions having been read—
< Mr. HANNBGAN rose and suid that, as tho Senate was
not at present full, he would ask that these resolutions be
mwude the m(mhr for some' future day, and he would
nAIE NEX y week as the day.
R to the Senator from Indisna that
gkt to be allowed, before the resolutions were
L up i} astion before the Senite, that they might
gty e

the communitys He thought it would be better w prolong
somewhat the time named by the Senator, and o order thut
the resolutions be printed.

Mr. HANNEGAN thereupon moved that the resolutions
be printed, and mude the special order for the third Monday in
Junuary-

Mr. CALHOUN said he did not rise to oppose this motion,
but to request that tho Senate would permit him to make a
few prefatory remarks before submitting the amendmonts
he intended to move to the resolutions now hefore the Senate.

Mr. Piesidend, (said he,) though [ tgive my tto

American

a singular course punued— matters,
dddnlheﬁmwmmu&win tion (0 it; it contrasts
s0 strongly und so widely with the course $
cisely similar question, the annexation of Texas.

Oregon :
same cradle—the Baltimore Convention. They were adopted
at the very sam¢ instant throughout the land, and not & mo-
ment was allowod to be lost wlule Texas was hurriedly brought
into the Union, while the peculiar friends of Texus did all they
could to strangle

Bir,,the country is not blind ; the people soe and compre-
hend, It is a most singular state of things; and here we are
told that we must be careful, and not come in collision with
Great Briwin about a disputed boundary !
with feeble Mexico that we were about Lo come in collision,
we would then heur no such cautions. T'here was a question
of disputed houndary between this country and Mexico, and
those who have  right to know something of the history of
that boundary told that our rights extended only to the
river Nueces. How did we find the friends of Texas moving
on that oceasion ? Did they halt for a moment at the Nueces’
No, sir, st a single bound they cross the Nueces, and their
war-horses prance u the banks of the Rio del Nurte.
There was no ion then—we took the whole ; but
when 0O is concerned, it is ull proper and right 1o give
away an ®mpire, if England asks it. 8o far as Oregon is
concerned, I, for one, representing the people 1 do, will never
vote for any treaty yielding an inch of ground bulow 54 de-
grees and 40 minutes north.,

Mr. CALFTOUN said b moxely. sove o allude 1 & sivgle |

remark which applied to himselt personally.
from Indiana
(Mr. ©.s) course upon the Texas question, and his course
upon this. Theviews which governed me (said Mr. C.) upon
that question, govern me also upon this. I pursued in refer-
ence to Texas what I conceived to be the best course. If T
acted boldly and promptly on that occasion, it was because
boldness and promptness were necessary 1o sucoess. It was
the golden opportunity : and one year's delay would have lost
Texas to s forever. I I am for more deliberate mensures on

these resolutions, | am very much gratified that they have been
moved by the Benator from Indiana. Whatever objections
thero may be ta them, they have at least the merit of being
direct, open, and manly. They deny, in direct terms, the
suthority of this Government to make a treaty in reference to
the Otegon territory, and d , a5 1 und 1 them, by
implication, the propositions that have been already made by
vur Governmert to settle the boundary by a division along the
forty-ninth parallel of north lstitade. If the Senato should

pport these resolutions, it is clear that the question can only
be settled tereafier by foree of arms ; and should this be the
case, and & war be commenced between this country and Great
Britxin, no peace can ever take place between the two coun-
tries but by our dictation at the cannon’s mouth.

Mr. President, the vole upon these molul.io?s will drm

this ion, it is not hecause 1 am not a friend to Oregon.
On the contrary, Oregon has no better friend than myself ;
there is no one who would venture more to save it, - But it
is asked why 1 do pot pursue (he same course of action as in
regard to Texns, If the gentleman will refer to my remarks
in 1843, he will find that the views which governed me then are
the sume with those which govern me now. [ believe that
precipitancy will lose you Oregon forever—no, not forever ;
but it will lose you Oregon in the first struggle, and then it
will require another struggle hereafter when we become
stronger Lo regain it.

I will not go into this question now ; I am prepared, when
it up for discussion, to show, if argument can show, that
the principle involved in these resolutions, so far from gainipg
Oregon, will for the present lose every inch of that territory;
and it js on that aecount, as much from the fear of losing

broad line, which cannot be misundersioed, be
who are in favor of seitling the question by an appeal to
arms, and those in favor of n'more pacific course. T mysell

Oregon ns from the desire of avoiding war, that | have pro-
posed amendments to the Senator’s resolutions.  Bir, if my
advice had been pursued we should never have been involved

am in favor of a pacific course—of an adjustment, if possible,
Ly negotiation ; and under these views and impressions, Mr.
President, I have prepared a series of resolutions untagonisti-
cal to those of the chw; I'Irom Indiana, and nsromng t!::f
opposite principles, whic propose lo move by way
ngz:tmmﬂt I.nlillm resolutions of the Senator, and ask also
that they be printed. I think it Is a proper oceasion for avow-
ing the sentiments which T entertain upon this subject. [am
for peace, if can be honorably. preserved. [am in fa-
vor of adjusting the difficulty, if it can be adjusied, by negotia-
tion 4 if it cannot be adjusted by negotiation, I am in favor of
that course to be pursued by this Government which shall
throw the onus of a war from our own shoulders upon Great
Britain. [ approve of the course taken by this Government
in offering the 49th under all the circumstances of
the case, psthe houndary, 1 believe that the desire of the
Executive is, like my own, for peace—for an honorable peace;
hut if an honorable peace cannot be if we are to
have war, T will still stand by my country in every emergen-
ey. | shall never be found antagonist to her, though over-
ruled by thase who take an opposite view from my own. Bul
an.mmhhmmwhmoﬁmﬁ;w;
and while I will give every support to my country, I will hold
precipitate the country into a
ol the question, 1 hope that

]

Mr. C.’s resolutions were then read as follows «
Resolved, That, the President of the United States has pow-
cr, ““by and with the adviee and consent of the Senate, to

concur,

e, That the power of making treaties embraces that
of setiling and fixing boundaries between the terrilories and
possessions of the Unhﬂl States and those of other Powers, in
cases of couflicting claims between them in reference to the

same.
Resotved, That however clear their elaims may be, in their
pinion, to *‘the try included within the parallels of 42°
and 54° 40 vorth latitude, snd extending from the Rocky
Mountxing to the Pacific Ocean, known, as the Territory of
Oregon,™ there now exists, and have long cxisted, conflicting
elaima to the possession of the “same between them and Great
Britain, the adjustment of which have been frequently the sub-
Jjeet of negotintion between the respeetive Governments.
Resoived, therefore, That the President l:lfl.lil United States
has rightfully the power, under the Constitation, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, vided that two-thirds
of the bers. pr [ , 1o adjust by treaty the cluims
of the two countries Lo the said termtory, by fixing a bound-
ary between their respéctive possessions, '
Repolved, That the i

t of the United States, in re-
newing the offer, in the spirit of pesce and compromise, 1o es-
tablish the 49th degree of north latitude as a line between the
possossions of the two countries to the said territory, did nol
“ubandon the honor, the charncter, and the best interests of
the American people,” or excecd the power vested in him by
the Constitution to make treatics.

Mr. HANNEGAN observed that the two first propositions
of the Senator from South Carolina he su woull ot be
contested by any one.  All that was st in them was per-
foctly correct.  He, for one, at least could have no sort of ob-
Je to any thing that they contained. As for the residue,

vor, they presented matter for serious consideration, st
lenst with him, for they directly conflicted with the principles
which he bad laid down. His only intention at present, how-
ever, was to make o few remarks in reply 10 what had fallen
froth the Senntor from South Caroline, who had stated that
the resolutions introduced by him, (Mr. Haxxsgaw,) by im-
plication at any rate, conveyed a censure upon the President
of the United States.  Sir, (said Mr. H.) [ bad no intention
of ‘easting a censure upon the President.

Mr. CALHOUN obworved that he had not charged the
Sepator with any such intention. He had merely said that,
by jmplication, the luti conveved a censure upon the
I{ui:‘leul, on the ground of being willing te surrender a por-
tion of the territory of Oregon.

t. HANNEGAN resumed. The Senato® would cer-
hﬁy not deny that the whols aspect of things had changed
sines the time when, in consoquence of the perem and
almost insolent refusal by the British negotintor of the pro-
position for n division al the 49th parallcl, that proposition was
withdrawn by the Government of the United States ; but if it
were not s, if at any time and upon any question he found him-
self differing fromthe Executive, be was u free man, and entitled
to the free excrcise of his own opinion, and though he was
the political friend of the President, and expected always so
to continue, yet if the President, on any occasion, should as-
sume a ground which he could not endorse, he claimed for
hitnsell the same right, and he would exercise it, 10 express
his opinions, as the President bad to communicate his own to
Congress, without intending, wishing, or desiring Lo cast any
consure upon him. He was the reprosentative of a n
of the people of this Union, and, as such ropresentative, ho
had « right to ex his views in relation to all matters per-
taining 1o the E::mlnml; but he would repeat that he
meant to eonvey no censure upon the President

The Senator from South Carolina had said that the resolu-
tions were plain and diroct, coming at once to the point, and
that the adoption of them, if he had understood tim Senator,
would necessmily involve this country in a war. Sir, said
Mr. H., if the adoption of resolations which contain the im-
mutable principles of truth bring war upon us, lot war come.
What American is there who, through fear of war, would
hesitate 1o declare the truth in this Chamber [ am also for
poace, sir. | shrink back from the thought of war as much
as the Renator from South Carolina himself can. 1 love peace,
but when peace becomes degmding and dishonorable, a war
even of extermination would be preferable.

The Senator says that war, when once commenced, can
only be terminited at the cannon’s mouth.  Sir, I for one pro-
claim here, that if a war with Great Britain upon the Oregon
question should occur, | should wish it never to be terminated
until st the cannon's mouth we ourselves shall dictate the
terms of penco. The Senator intimates that, if we pursue
the course indicated by these resolutions, we are to be p':ued
rashly into a war. If i*he rashness wo to bring on war, and
tho supporters of theso resolutions are (0 be held respon-

ble, 1 for one fear not the responsibility, Sir, there has boen

muke  treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senate present | ;
”

in this sy al all. 1 now act under circumstances not
produced by myself, and I will do the best I can to save the
territory of Oregon, which T hold as valuable as the S

from Indiana himself can do, [If you institute a comparison
between Oregon and Texas, I would say that the forner is as

But if it were |

(if 8o, until he had presented the treats
endenvored to draw u_conteast between his | amel NS thuy would ‘compitted=

Me. J. M. CLAYTON then rose and ohserved
Senator from North Carolina had said he would mlh:lho
the whole subject upon the table. He nssured that
Benator that whenever-he did 8o, his motion should receive at
leust one other vote besides his own. He fully concurred with

move the subject
cords, chwﬁnﬂobbdhh?ﬂn of it there, for
that was the i but -T&umeﬂ‘uﬂ,
every attempt that was made to discuss uestion at this
crisis hefore the country, especially if it were any
person on that floor to *‘ prepare the hearts of the people for

an

advisory power. : itiati

in all theso matters, and it did not. become the Senate to os

sume it. [t was the duty of

were opened, or were expected

President informed them whether be had
te

legislative vote in the face of the whole country. hq
manifest to every one that, whether they decided for the forty-

uinth parallel or for the whole of Oregon, it would bea p
Jjudging of the question. If they should act )
lutions before the Executive had acted and

action to them, it would be assuming |
not belong to them under the Constitution of the United

and the amendments substituted, (it could not ba by a i
large vote, by the way,) what would beo their pﬂm?.‘z
majority would have said or recommended a t of the
question by the parallel of forty-nine. And suppose that the
President could obtain better terms ; or suppose, in the exer-
cise of his discretion in conducting the negotiations, he shoald
determine to accepl twenty-eight twenty minules ag
the 7, taking half of Oregon, would it not be ihvolv-
ing the matter in difficulty and embarrassment ? He would,
not hesitate to meet the question when presented fairly and
properly, but let it not be forced upon them ; let it come from
the President ; for on him devolved the whole responsibility.
Let the Senate not take from him any portion of the

sibility which properly belonged to him, nor assume his

He repeated that, according to the letter as well as the spirit
of the Constitution, the Senate had not the initiative ; and it
did not become them to an opinion ; they should leave
the matter where the Constitution had placed it.

Mr. HANNEGAN said that he entertained the most pro-
found respect for the opinions of the distinguished Senator
from Delaware, but it certainly seemed to him strange (o hear
from a gentleman of his learning and experience the declara~
tion that the Senate had uo right to assume the initiative

|

valuable 1o us as the latter, and [ would as manfully defend
it. If the Senator and myself disagree, we disagree only as
to the means of securing Oregon, and not as (o its importance.
Sir, I intend] to say nothing about censuring the President ; |
simply said that, by implication, a censure would be conveyed.
I do not suppose that the Senator intends to reflect upon the
President ; but there can be no diffgrence, as fir as this ques
tion is concerned, between the time when the proposition for a
division at the forty-ninth parallel was made and now. It was
as sensible thon as it would be to repeat the offer now.

Mr. HAYWOOD said he rose merely to submit s motion
that the subject should be made the special order for a given
day. Afler having given a great deal of attention o the sub-
joct, he had arrived at the conviction that it did not become the
Senate to interfere in the matter at present.  He had a rea-
m&m&hﬂinmwumh@nﬂumm-

a resoli declaring it a violation of bonor to surrender any
part of wne an implied eensure upon the President
who had authorized a ition for such surrender.

He was, on this ground, adverse to the original resolutions,
and he was quite as much to the amendments ; be-
cause they might be considered as conveying a species of praise
which he was not prepared to administer to the President.

take the inilistive upon any question involving a right to
American territory. It seemed to him that there could be no
power behind which they were bound to conceal or to hide
themselves until the strings should be pulled and they allowed

to to action.
Senator from Del said it would be interfering
with negotiations. What negotiations ?  Had not the Presi-

dent in his message informed them that there was no proposi-
tion now pending ; that the last proposition from this Govern-
ment had met with a cavalier rejection, and had been i
withdrawn ? Had not the President told them that the nego-
tintions, for the present, at any rate, were at an end ego-
tiations could now only be resumed by an offer from the
British Government, for he felt assured, from the

E

rolina, he bad but & single word to say. He had sltendy dis-
gl;uil:hnﬁ-u bmqm'. ey
t; was unnecessary Lo s,
mrymdﬁ,lmah‘m
he could go no further. How could it be an attack on the
President, with this language of his own before them ! [Mr.
Hawxxeax here read a portion of the President’s mesmge. )

What had he done more than re-nssert what he had himself
asserted 7 The title to Oregon must be sustained, as it had
been already nobly sustained by the Senator from South Ca-
rolina and by the present Secretary of State.

ask, in what quarter of this country would they find an
bly of American citizens who would go

ment of a single foot of it ’ ith the irrefragabloe testi
of our title which existed, there would be as much

g
g
§
i
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When the question should come up fler, he intended to
make a motion which would, if it prevailed, preclude all fur-
ther proceedings upon the subject.  He intended to move that
the whole subject bo laid upon the table.

Mr. CALHOUN disclamed any intention of landing the
Presidont, nor did he accuse the gentleinan from Iodiana of
any intention Lo censure him. It was very certain, however,
that the sense of the Senate, when tuken upon the original
resolutions and the Iments, would show very clearly the
views ontertained with reference to the settlement of the Ore-
gon difficulty. Those who agreed with the honorable mover
of the original resolutions would rejoct all further negotiations ;
those on the opposite side would be disposed t continue the
negotiations. That was the whole amount of the matter ;
and his solo-reason for moving the amendments was that the
sonse of the Senate might be fully taken.

Mr. ARCHER said it seemed to him to be a matter of no
great importance what disposal the Senate might finally make
of the two propositions now before them. He considered it
chiefly of consequence as displaying the views entertained by
individual Senators ; and he mr:mir rose at this time for the
purpose of ex ing his prof satisfaction at the course
taken by the Jullru;m!hn] Senator from South Carolina.  He
had had oceasion to express his views upon the suhject hero-
tofore. He came here imboed with apprehension, but he
hailed the attitude taken Ly the Sepator ss an undoubted
omen of . And from his place there he proclaimed the
glad news. And why’ They of that side of the House
found on the other side members enough to sustain them in
the ground which they were going to take. 5

Sir, (sud Mr. Ancuxn,) when [ speak of peace, [ disdain

to say that the word means no other than an honorable peace.
If there are any in this Senate who are willing to make any
sacrifices of national honor, they will not, after such a delin.
quency, dare to exhibit themselves in the face of the popular
indlignation which will meot them on gll sides. Bir, the
good and bad men here, if there be any of the latter descrip-
tion, will equally be found to concar in this. But who ¢
heard until a fow days ago that the honor of the country was
involved 7 Wias not President Jackson sedulous enough for
the preservation of the henor of the country *  During the
eight years of his administration it was thought no dishonot
that the Government should allow a question of this nature
to be arbiteated.  'What has produced so great a change now ’
Are we more sensible of pablic honor than he was ! Are we
more sensible of the public honor than our predecessors in the
Governmont of this country ! Sir, there is no_dishonor in
the further conducting of pacific negotiations. Nay, in my
opinion there will be more honor in continuing the negotia-
tions than in interrupting them by hasty and ill-advised con-
duct upon this floor. What is the sspect which we should
present to the country, supposing the case reversed, and the
question brought up in the British Parlinment, and language
of insult and contamely indulged in > Would any one under
such irritation be disposed fo listen to conciliatory terms of
peace 7 Weo ought not, then, to do that which, if done by
others, we should be disposed to resent as the highest indig-
nity. Let us apply this argument to oursclves.  If we seize
every occasion, at the commencement as well as in the pro-
groas of the controversy, to heap every sort of contumnely upon
our adversaries, what are we to expect at their hands * 'Why,
that they should refuse all just conciliation.
Sir, 1 repeat, it i not for the purpose of entering into an
expdsition of any opinions of my own that | now address
you. Let the proceodings of this moming go abroad, as they
of courso must do, and they will be hailed as an omen of
peace ; and that peace cannot fail to be secured unless we, by
some egregious act of folly, disturh the relations at present
existing. The controversy can be terminated, and with honor
to the country, in the progress of further negotiations. 1 be-
lieve as firmly as I do any thing which exists that such will be
its terminntion.

Sir; 1 am indifferent whether the resolutions be now lnid
upon the table or discassed at large. And T put it to Sena-

tors on both sides of the Charibor, how can it possibly be of

in the surrender of Florida, or of Maine, or
Gentl
i

talk about the rights of England ; he had yet to
hear the first substantial argument or in favor of Eng-
land's title beyond the right of a tenant. No man could pro-
duce any such proof. No man could do more than Mr. Pa-
kenham had done to establish England’s title, and he had,

after all, signally failed.

The Senator from South Carolina had told them that he
wis as warm & friend of O 85 any man that could be
found in the country. Doul he so believed ; but, if he
were a true mother, he would not be willing to cut the child

? :

in two, and give away one half. Look at the map of
gon; the whole control of the north Pacific lies above the
forty-ninth parallel—the whole maritime control, every harbor
waorth ing. And yet he would give it away.

The Senator declares (continued Mr. Haxwsoax) that be
has always been the devoted friend of Oregon. He;:‘um
lates himsell upon the fact, and | am sorry to see A por-
tion of the pra:oonha:wmryhnimﬂud uil-mtr:n
relation te his views, that beautiful expression embodying
Fabinn policy, and used, I believe, by Lord Chatham, “* A
wise and masterly innctivity.” [ must say that | regret (o see
this policy so highly landed in connexion with this question.
I respect the talents as well as the high standing which that
distinguished Scnator occupies smong the members of the hu-
man fumily, but 1 have, I confoss, little admirstion for the
course which the Senator wmwnﬁu question.  Had
the bill to which the Senator all passed through Congress
and become a law, Oregon would have been ours; twenty
thousand rifles would have secured it § but you refused to act;
you held back, when you might, despite every hazard, have
socured your right.

The masses were waiting in expectation of your movement ;
they were waiting in the expectation that the Government
would back them; but they waited in vain, and this is the re-
sult of your ** wise and inactivity.” This ** wise
and masterly inactivity” has ruined Oregon. I sssure you |
say this lu o unhindness o I eay it sorrowfully ; for [ lnment
its results.  Sir, [ was about to say, and I do not know whe-
ther it be out of place at this time, that the precipitancy of the
Senator in relation 10 Texns presents a remarkable contrast
o his ** wise and masterly inactivity” in relation to Oregon.
I charge no improper motives upon any Senator, and least of
all upon the distinguished Senator from Mbuulinu but
it appears to me that when a question of territorial i

&

the part of Southern gentlemen to _ Precipitancy,
the Senator says, in relation to Texas, was wise, but not so in
the case of Oregon. Heaven knows there has been time
enough for maturing plans ; it is now time for action. The
two countries stand {ront to front; and, my life on it, if it were

a question with Mexico, this would bo the golden moment ;
if it were for the acquisition of Cubs, or some fur-
ther still amid the buming regions of Panama, it woull ba

the golden moment. majority in this Senat
will not reject these m 'l'.hy assert o“;l_v :nrbat":h:
President has asserted, and no more.

Mr. CALHOUN waid he was no greater advocate for the
aequisition of territory in the South than in the North, The
epareningg b gt
this subj i was a member of Mr. Me
Cabinet ml:hd been averse to disturb the poskession
of Spain in Cuba; he was 6o now ; he would be the last man to
make such a movement. 'When the proper ime should arrive,
and this subject be brought up for discussion, he thought he would
be able 1o show, beyond all doubt, that the reasons which go-
vorned him upon the Texas qaestion, governed him also upon
this question ; and that if there were any difference between
the and himself, it was only a8 to the means to bo
employed in effocting the same result He desired more par-
tieularly to make some remarks in reference 1o the observa-
tions o? the Senator from Delaware.  He assured the Senator
that he was as much averso to forcing a diseussion as the Se-
nator himself could he ; but he thought the Senator was i_-r;.-
tirely mistaken in supposing that this was not a case in whie
the Senate was called on 10 exercise the right of discussion

e —

arises upon the Northwest there is not the samne on °

;




